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.Coming Attractions
NOVEMBER

12 REDEDICATION OF THE OLD COUNTY
COURTHOUSE
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

DECEHBER

10 VICTORIAN CHRISn1AS PARTY
DR. HOWE-VlAFFLE HOUSE
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

MID-JANUARY

ANNUAL DINNER for members and
friends, architectural avar ds
(Date to be announced in Winter
Newletter)

APRIL 30-MAY 1 SANTA ANA HISTORIC HOMES AND
BUILDING TOUR (In conjunction
with the Historic French Park
Association and the Orange Coun,ty Historical Society Centennial
Committee
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

II
i
~I

~

~

Ii

,

DIANN MARSH, EDITOR

President's Message
A long-awaited open house and rededication of the Old Orange County Courthouse
is set for Thursday, November 12. Tours
will be conducted from 10:00 a.m. until
12:00 noon, and from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00
p.m. The rededication program is schedduled at noon, complete with music, Disneyland 1900 characters, presentations by
the Native Daughters and Native Sons of
the Golden West, speeches by the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court and by
the Chairman of the Orange County Historical Commission, and a ribbon-cutting and
balloon release.
(Continued on Page 2)
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HADSELL AND LEON ROACH
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President's Hessage (Continued from P. 1)
All members of the Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society are most welcomed
to attend the rededication. The Society
will be donating the official guest book
and will be displaying its three carriages
on loan from the Price family and from Ed
Cote. The Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society salutes the County of Orange
for its foresight in restoring the oldest
and finest remaining courthouse in Southern California.
Another upcoming event of interest is
the Society's Victorian Christmas Open
House at the Dr. Howe-Waffle House. Hark
Thursday, December 10 on your calender.
The Open House is scheduled from 4:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. It will include Victorian
finger food, classical music, a live Victorian Christmas tree, and plenty of warm
holiday cheer. Hembers should receive an
invitation around the first of December.
A small donation will be requested this
year to help offset some of the costs of
the Victorian Christmas. Glory Allender
is again coordinating the festivities.
The library in the Howe-Waffle House
.will soon gain a new series, Readings In
Historic Preservation, from the center of
Urban Policy Research. These types of
additions to our library will supplement
our complete collection of Old House
Journals and Catalogues. We hope the
library will become an increasingly important part of the Howe-Waffle House.
The library and the House are open for
visitors on an appointment basis by
phoning 547-9645 as well as on a drop-in
basis. The third Saturday of each month
from.ll:OO p.m. to 3:00 p.m. will be
"open house" so please feel free to visit
and bring your friends on those dates.
County Supervisor Roger Stanton recently appointed Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society officer and newsletter editor, Diann Harsh, to the Orange
County Historical Commission. Mrs. Marsh
replaces Robert Donker who recently
moved from Santa Ana to Oceanside.
Diann will be handling the guest book
for the Old Courthou5e Rededication on
November 12, so you may want to congratulate her on her new position when you
see her on the 12th.
George and Nanette Willis-Heaney are
new officers on the Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society Board, and are
very well acquainted with the fine art

of Victorian Tea. We may be looking to
them to help us host a tea sometime
next year. Watch future newletters for
more information.
Wine lovers may be interested in learning that the Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society has acquired four cases of
Windsor Vineyards' Orange County Fair
Gold Medal winning 1986 Johannisberg
Riesling for our annual dinner meeting
in January. Each bottle has a Santa Ana
Historical Preservation Society logo on
the label. We will have more information
on the annual dinner meeting in our winter newsletter.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!' With
the Old Courthouse restoration almost
finished, Glory Allender planning our
Victorian Christmas Party, our expanding
library, our new representative to the
Orange County Historical Commission, new
members, George and Nanette Willis-Heaney
becoming more involved, and the SAHPS
Gold Hedal wine, we have much to be
thankful for.
Scott Morgan

THE BALL HOUSE
Congratulations to Leon Roach and Gary
Hadsell for their tasteful and respectful rehabilitation of the Dr. Charles
Ball House, 1119 North Bush Street. The
house will be leased as professional
office space.
The photograpn above shows the house
as it looked after the coat of mustardcolored stucco was removed last winter.
Three years ago, the house was home to
approximately 40 persons, many of them
illegal aliens. After being closed for
~
(Continued on P. 3)

~(Ball
House Continued)
code enforcement violations, the house was
. I was offered for sale. Although many potential b~yers looked at the boarded-up
building, none had the courage to actually take o~ such an extensive rehabilitation.
When Leon and Gary acquired the
property, they removed the 'stucco and
gutted the building'of earlier "misguided improvements".
The photo on the cover of this newletter shows the Ball House approximately
one month before it was finished.
The
exterior is now an appropriate color
(grey. and white, with darker grey-blue
accents), and is tastefuliy landscaped
and fenced· with a black wrought iron
fence.
Drive by 1119 North Bush, one
block south of Washington and one block
east of Main Street, and look at this
lovely house, winner of the Santa Ana
Historical Preservation Society's
Architectural Award for Fall 1987.
The Charles D. Ball House is an elegant
combination of Queen Anne and Colonial
Revival architectural designs and is one
of the finest pre-1900 houses in Santa
. Ana. Dr. Ball was one of Orange County's
1 most prominent physicians in the days
when doctors made house calls by'horse
I and buggy on crude dirt roads.
He ar' rived in Orange County in .1887, after
/ three years of practicing medicine in
Canada.
He built the house around 1890.
It originally had a square ~wo-story
bay window in the location where the
round tower now stands.
The round tower
and wrap-around porch, with.classical
columns and Corinthian capitals, were
added soon after the turn of the century.
A second story was also added to the rear
half of the house at that time. The Ball
family continued to live in the house
which was located at 1202 North Main,
until 1924. The lot on Main Street was
sold as business property, and a car
dealership was built there.
The Ball
House was moved to a new location facing
Washington Street. In 1926 the house was
moved again to its present location.
Because Dr. and Mrs. Ball were prominent in medical, histortcal, and political circles, this house was often the
scene of important social gatherings.
The Balls were parents and grandparents
to seven Orange County physicians. Dr.
John Ball and Dr. Dexter Ball were
raised in this house.
Dr. Charles Ball
was one of the prime movers behind the
founding of the Southern California Medical Association (1888) and
major

I

for?e in establishing the Orange County
Medlcal Association in 1889. He served
as Representative to the State Legislature and was active on several important
state committees.
A prominent Republican,
he was a delegate to the National Convention in Chicago in 1920. He was a founding member of the Orange County Historical Society in 1919 and served as president for several terms.
He was on the
Board of Education for eight years and
the Santa Ana Library Board for 27 years.
Belonging to at least seven civic organizations, he served Santa Ana well for
many years.
As part of the French Park Historic
District, the house occupies a prominent
corner and is visible from Main Street.
Eight of the twelve houses and buildings
on the two block area bounded by Washington and Eleventh Streets have been restored or are in good condition.
The Historic French Park Association has worked
with the owners to help bring about the
successful rehabilitation of the Ball
House.
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HARMON-McNEILL I HOUSE/DUGGAN
PROGRESS

HOUSE

The Harmon-McNeill House, moved to Lacy
Street in French Park last winter, will
soon have a new owner.
After receiving
several proposals to purchase and restore the large Queen Anne residence,
various City committees and agencies
made the decision to award the Exclusive
Right to Negotiate to Barbara and Lee
Houghton.
The Houghtons already own two

(Harmon-McNeill/Duggan Houses Continued)
properties in French Park, both of which
they have restored. Congratulations to
the Houghtons and much luck in their restoration efforts regarding the HarmonMcNeill House.
The Duggan House has been moved from
the corner of Sycamore and Pine to an
empty residential lot next to the HarmonMcNeill House. Its corner porch and second story turret and general size are
a complement to the Harmon-McNeill House.
You might like to drive by and see the
two houses together.
The Historic French Park Association
is the owner of the Duggan House. They
will have the house placed on a foundation and build a garage in the near future. The association has not decided
how they will market the house at this
time. If you are interested in being
notified of a request for bid proposals,
please call Glory Allender, Project Manager, at 543-1014.
Mrs. Bettie Hilligass, grandaughter of
the Duggans, recently toured the Duggan
House with members of the Historic
French Park Association. She had many
fond memories of the years she spent in
the house.
Her grandfather, who was
a fine Southern gentleman, made ice
cream, to go along with her grandmother's
fried chicken, every Sunday. Except for
the kitchen, the house has changed little
since it was built at the turn of the
century.

RANKIN'S DEPARTMENT STORE
117 West Fourth St.

Several persons called to identify the
building in the photo above as Rankin's
Department Store. Rankins was a long-established firm when it purchased this fine
building shortly after it was built in
1917. Rankins was considered the finest
department store in Orange County, and
continued to serve in that capacity until
the 1960's. The embellished "R" symbols
on the exterior stand for Rutherford.
The Rutherfords were a local banking family and it was they who built the store
building. Why they sold it so soon after
it was constructed with their initial
on it is a mystery one of our members may
be able to solve.
Anyone who has lived in Orange County
CONGRATULATIONS TO ROB RICHARDSON
from 1917 through the 1960's will remember
Rob Richardson, an active member of
Rankin's Department Store. The sales ladies
the Santa Ana Historic Preservation Socwore black dresses, and in some departments,
iety, was elected to the Santa Ana School
white gloves. A type of personal service
Board on November 3rd. Rob grew up in
not often available these days was a famSanta Ana and graduated from Santa Ana
iliar feature of the store. Many of the
High School. He is a development specsales persons worked at Rankins for years,
ialist in our city. He helped write
and knew their customers personal tastes,
the first Downtown Santa Ana Historic
family members, favorite colors and sizes.
District National Register application.
Often they would save an item from a new
He has done an in-depth study of Fred
shipment for one of their regular customers
Eley, one of Orange County's most prombecause they knew he or she would like it.
inent architects from 1911 until 1934.
Charge accounts were for individual stores
Rob's interest in Santa Ana history was
in those days, instead of offered from
surely gained in part by his family's
ma;or credit card companies.
friendship with our founder, Mrs. Adeline
In the early 1980's the Rankin building
Walker. We look forward to Rob's combecame one of the first to be rehabi1itatmunity involvement as a member of the
ed in the Downtown Santa Ana Historic DisSanta Ana School Board. His wife, Vivien,
trict. Tom Horowitz adapted the building
deserves our congratulations for her active
for use as
professional and business
yole in Rob's campaign.
.1
offices while retaining its architectural
______.
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THE CRANE HOUSE J

506 South Birch !
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The City of Santa Ana is looking for someone to purchase and restore this large family home on South Birch, one of Santa Ana's finest historic streets. Although the house
needs quite a bit of work, it has great potential and is located on a street
several families are restoring homes and property values are rising. The City paid
$110,000 for the house and will accept a fair offer. A low interest loan would also
be available for rehabilitation work.
Pictured in'a 1913 magazine featuring fine Santa Ana homes, the Crane House was built
in 1912 for William and Inez Crane. He was a traveling salesman. In 1916 the home was
purchased by J. R. and Elva Wilcox. He was an opt.ome t.r-Ls t ,
Please contact Mike Linares at 647-5892 for further information.
Royal Spurrier is putting out the call for help with getting some programs started.
Some of the things you can do are:
ATTEND A BOARD MEETING We meet the first Thursday of the month at 6:30 at the HoweWaffle House. We would be happy to have you attend.
BECOME A DOCENT If enough people agree to help, we would like to open the house up on
specific days for tours and information.
COME TO A WORK PARTY Although we have some hired help with house cleaning and yard
work, we occasionally have a work party to take care of specific items~" "
PLEASE CALL ROYAL AT 547-9645 AND HE WILL RETURN YOUR CALL.
The Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society would like to invite yOu~)
join us. We
welcome anyone who has an interest in old houses and buildings, as well as 10c~1. history,
to join our organization. Our members are our most valuable asset.
NAME
TEL. NO.
_
ADDRESS

CITY
$5 Individual Hember
$7.50 Family
$10 Organization/Business

~ZIP

$25 Supporting Nember
$100 Patron
All membership donations are tax deductible

Please send to: The Santa Ana Historic Preservation Society
120 \'lest Civic Center Drive
Santa Ana. California 92701
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Howe-Waffle
Hou.e
120
W. Civic:
Center
Santa
Ana
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