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Annual Victorian Candlelight
Progressive Dinner to Be Held
December 14!
The Eighth Annual Victorian Candlelight Progr.essive
Dinner will be held on Saturday, December 14. Get your
reservations in soon, as we are filling up quickly!
This event has gotten rave reviews in the past, so plan on
joining us and having agreattime! See some wonderful historic
houses decorated in all their Christmas finery. The event
features a full meal and a self-guided tour of some wonderful
houses. Proceeds as always go to fund historical society
activities, particularly payinent of the mortgage on the Dr.
Howe-Waffle House property.
This year's dinner features appetizers at the Dr.
Howe-Waffle House, which as in past years will be the starting
location; salads at the Colonial Revival Crookshank-Walsh
House; a tour of the Glasser-Rush House, featuring
neo-classical detailing; entree at the First Christian Church,
which although it is a newer building, has preserved the stain
glass windows from the first church, which are over 100 years
old; and dessert at the Smiley-Chinn House, a Craftsman
bungalow with Swiss Chalet influenced features.
There are two seatings for the event, one at 5:30 pm and a
second at 7:00 pm. The cost is $20 per person, with advance
registration required. Reservation deadline is December 9. For
more information, please call Judy Moore at (714)533-3199 or

Roberta Reed at (714)9~3-1876. for reservauons, send your

check made payable to the Santa Ana Historical Preservation
Society (SAHPS) to Scott Morgan, Reservation Chairman,
1121 West 15th Street, Santa Ana, CA 92706. Please state your
preferred reservation time. Times will be confirmed.

President's Message
Well this year is nearly at an end and I'd like
to reflect on some of the past year's events. The
Society put on the most successful prowessive
dinner to date in December of 1995 with 156
paying guests and many docents. It featured
downtown historical buildings, which was a
departure from our normal format.
The Society began 1996 fighting to keep the
Dr. Howe-Waffle house from being sold off to
the highest bidder. Because of many hours of
hard work, thousands of dollars in donations,
and some 11th hour help from the city council,
the Dr. Howe- Waffie house has remained in the
hands of the Society. However, this has come at
a cost ($120,00 mortgage paid over 25 years)
and leaves the Santa Ana Historical Preservation
Society as the only historical society in Orange
County with a mortgage.
In February, our annual dinner was held at the
Hacienda restaurant with Rob Richardson
giving a talk on historical train depots. 16 people
were voted in as members of the Board of

Home and Garden Tour Set
for May 31 and June 1! First
Year As A Two Day Event!
Saturday, May 31 and Sunday,June l,have b~en
set as the days for the 1997 Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society Annual Home and Garden
Tour. This will be the first year that the event will
be held over two days. Hours will be lOam to 4 pm
on Saturday and 12 noon to 5 pm on Sunday.
We are still confirming the tour route, so if you
know of a home and/or garden that would be a
valuable addition to the tour, please let us know!
Also, since the event will cover two days, we will
need more docents than we have in the past.
Remember, docents get to take the tour free!
Cost of the event will be $8 per person on the
day of the tour, or $6 for advance sales. We hope
to see you there! For more information, or to
volunteer for the event, please call Roberta Reed at
(714)953-1876.
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~'i~vA;~il, the Society sponsored its annual
Home and Garden Tour, which featured the
Heninger House, one of the 2 twin Victorians in
the Northeast/Santiago Park neighborhood, and
several Wilshire Square homes and gardens. The
Society also put on a thank-you event that
month, inviting the people who had donated
time and money to the Save the Dr.
Howe-Waffle house campaign to help us
celebrate.
In May, the Spurgeon Clock Tower project
was completed and dedicated with a huge
ceremony. The Society had performed project
management, in conjunction with various other
organizations. Tim Rush was instrumental in the
success of this project, getting it funded, and
seeing it through to completion.
In June, the Society sponsored a book signing
event for Santa Ana: An Illustrated History.
There were more than 40 guests and a number
of books were sold.
During the summer, negotiations with the
Orange County Historical Society were
completed and OCHS is now leasing office

Continuea on page 4

The Santa Ana Historical Preservation
Society Newsletter is produced by the
Society for its members and other
friends. A membership application and
renewal form is on the back page. We
invite you to join us in the preservation
and appreciation of Santa Ana History.
All material in this issue is copyright
1996 by the Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society.
Editor: Roberta Reed
Contributors: Diann Marsh, Judy
Moore, and Nathan Reed.
Santa Ana Historical Preservation
Society, 120 Civic Center Drive West;
Santa Ana, CA 92701

The Following People are
Donors for the Mortgage for
a Day Program for Fall,
1996:
Mr. and Mrs. TOfu Lutz

Special Thal1ltS to
Some V CM1 Spccial
People:
The Board of the Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society would like to offer our
thanks and sincere gratitude to some very special
individuals:

Dorothy and Arthur Wahlstedt
Josephine Inslee (Nlortgage for

Ilalf

a Month)

Carol Lesher (For Nooember l l]
Sam and Patricia Parker (To Honor
Walt Parker 011 his Birthday,
December 8, 1912)
Sherle Mellas (illortgage for a Week)
Jo Ellen Benson
Clifford L. Benson)

(Ill
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of

Robert Rushy (To Commemorate the
First Anniversary: of the Death of
Dennis Hill)

To Richard and Sally Vining: Richard
and Sally donated the Christmas tree that graces
the Dr. Howe-Waffle House parlour. They have
also donated a set of china tea cups and saucers
to the Society, which we will make use of at our
fundraiser teas.
To Neva and Lecil Slaback: The
Slabacks recently donated some very special
treasures to the Dr. Howe-Waffle House, all of
which are heirlooms in their family:
An 83 year old iron baby bed, which was
bought for Neva Rodreick (now Slaback) when
she outgrew her crib. It was subsequently used
by her two brothers and three sisters, and later by
several nephews. Neva Rodreick Slaback's
mother
was
under
Dr.
Howe-Waffle's
pregnancy care at the time of the doctor's death
in 1924.
The Slabacks have also donated a spread for
a baby's bed which was handmade by Neva after
her marriage to Lecil Slaback in 1939. It was
used on the baby beds of each of their two sons.
The Slabacks have also donated a table which
has been decorated with a wood-burned rose
pattern. Woodbuming was a popular past time
among ladies at the turn of the century, and this
table was decorated by Lecil's mother in 1905.
We are very grateful to both of these couples
for their generous donations. If anyone else has
any treasures that would be appropriate to the Dr.
Howe-Waffle House, we would love for you to
consider us too.
Thank you!

Mortgage for a Day
Program
We would like to thank all of you who have
generously responded to our "Mortgage for a Day"
program. For those of you who may not be aware
of it, this program is designed to help us pay off the
Howe-Waffle
House mortgage. Members and
friends contribute to the mortgage payment for a
day, week, or even a month. This may be a one time
or an annual event. Contributions may be made in
memory of others, if it is so desired.
It's easy to do! Mortgage for a Day is a $30
contribution.
Mortgage for a Week is $210.
Mortgage for a Month is $900. Just send your check
to the Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society,
120 Civic Center Drive West, Santa Ana, CA
92701. Include the name of the person it is in honor
or memory of, if applicable.

Looking for a Good Place to
Volunteer Your Time?
We are looking for volunteers to serve on the
1997 Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society
Board of Directors.
The Board of Directors coordinates the events
and decisions affecting the Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society. We meet once a month on the
third Tuesday at 6:30 pm, plus occasional other
meetings as the need arises. The job is quite
rewarding, knowing that you are serving the
historical preservation of our city and county!
The only requirements are to be a member of the
Society in good standing, and a willingness to serve.
If you are interested, or know someone who might
be, please call Judy Moore, Nominating Committee
Chair, at (714)533-3199.

President's Message (con't.)
space from the SAHPS. This arrangement has given
has given the public a great opportunity because
OCHS has volunteers available to act as docents
during the week, giving more consistent access to the
Dr. Howe-Waffle House during regular business
hours.
In October we threw a farewell party for long-time
board member Beck)' Stone. She has moved to
Colorado, but we sent her off with a party with over
30 well-wishers attending and some gifts, including
a Dr. Howe-Waffle House lithograph. The Society
also re-instituted the quarterly ineetings featuring
guest speakers. The October meeting featured a talk
on the French family and the French Mansion by
Evalene Pulati. The Society also sponsored a booth
at the Wilshire Square Fall Festival during October,
where our postcard of the Howe-Waffle House, a
reprint of the lithograph by Ann Berkery, debuted.
We had other materials available for sale, but most
importantly, we provided information about the
Society and its upcoming events.
In November, the Society sponsored a tea at Diann
Marsh's house to promote our book and the new
afghan. The afghan will feature the Dr. Howe-Waffle
house prominently surrounded by a number of other
historical buildings, chosen by a vote of the public at
large.
Currently, board members are preparing for this
year's progressive dinner on December 14. As of this
writing, reservations for this year's dinner are ahead
of last year and it may be the most well attended
dinner we have ever had. The Dr. Howe-Waffle
House will be decorated for a Victorian Christmas,
and we would like to give special thanks to Richard
and Sally Vining of OCHS for the donation of the
tree.
The Society still has a number of needs. The
primary need is in the area of fundraising. We would
like to pay off the mortgage as soon as possible, but
most of the board members don't feel adequately
prepared
to aggressively
seek funding from
individuals and corporate groups. If there is someone
out there who feels that this task is his/her forte, then
I would like to talk to you! We still have upkeep for
the house that requires time and physical labor. I have
recently spent about 12 to 14 hours repairing and
replacing door latches, cleaning, clearing shrubbery,
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and beginning the process preparing the outside for
future landscaping. However, I need help from people
who enjoy rolling up their sleeves and literally digging
in. The Society needs irrigation materials it can't
currently afford and could use some help designing the
irrigation system and what should go into the small
garden area that we have. At a future time, there may
be an opportunity to donate towards climbing roses on
the exterior fences. The Society will also need to
acquire top soil and mulch, which can be costly ($15
to $30 a square yard). In short, willing workers are
needed. Also, there are openings on the Board and the
nominations are open until the annual dinner in
February. If you are interested in serving in the that
capacity, please contact Judy Moore. I hope we hear
from you.

Santa Ana Commemorative
Afghan Now in Progress!!
The
Santa
Ana
Historical
Society
commemorative afghan is not yet a reality, but is on
its way. The design is currently in the development
process, and should be finalized soon. While we told
you in our last newsletter that we were hoping to
have them available in time for Christmas delivery,
we regret to say that this will not be possible. They
will, however, be available some time in late January
or February of 1997.
In our last announcement, we had not yet chosen
the colors for the afghan either. We are happy to
announce that this decision has been made. Afghans
will all be natural combined with your choice of the
following colors: hunter green, cranberry, navy, or
Williamsburg blue.
Cost ofthe afghan is $39.95 for current members,
$44.95 for non-members. We can also have them
delivered to you by priority mail for an additional
$5.00 shipping and handling charge.

To order your commemorative Santa Ana afghan,
please use the order form at the end of this
newsletter.

Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society Annual
Dinner To Be Held February 6
We would like to invite our members and
friends to our Annual Membership Dinner,
which will be held on Thursday, February 6,
1997 at the Hacienda Restaurant in Santa Ana.
. This annual event includes a special guest
speaker (to be announced at a later time), our
annual meeting which will recap events of 1996,
and election of the 1997 Board of Directors.
No-host cocktails will begin at 6:30 pm.
Dinner will be served at 7:00. The cost of the
event is $15 per person, and choice of entree will
be sesame chicken, blue com chicken
enchiladas, or chile rellenos.
We hope to see you there! To make your
reservations, please send a check to SAHPS
Annual Dinner, Attn: Judy Moore, 1900 West
Glenoaks Avenue, #C, Anaheim, 92807. Please
specify choice of entree for each dinner. For
more information, please call Judy Moore at
(714)533-3199.
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Pieces

The Board of Directors of the Santa Ana
Historical Preservation Society would like to bid
. a fond farewell to long time board member
Beck)' Stone DeLavallade, who moved to
Colorado in October. Becky has been a valuable
asset to our Board, both for her architectural and
historic preservation knowledge, and for her
cooking skills! A farewell party was given in her
honor at the Dr. Howe-Waffle House on October
8. We wish Becky all the best, including finding
a new "historical society home" to be involved
in!
A special thank you to Evalene Pulati for her
most informative talk on the French Mansion,
which took place on October 22. Many members
were on hand at the Dr. Howe-Waffle House to
see her slide presentation on both the history of
the French family and their wonderful house.
For many it was a trip down yesterday and for
others, a wonderfully informative evening about
the house we have heard so much about. For
those who missed the evening, you missed a very
good time.

Upcoming Events
Saturday, December 14 - Victorian Candlelight
Progressive Dinner. Seatings at 5:30 and 7:00 pm.
Advance reservations
required. $20.00 per
person.
Tuesday, January 14 - Members' Quarterly
Meeting, special guest speaker to be announced,
at the Dr. Howe-Waffle House, 7:00 pm.
Thursday, February 6 - Annual Dinner and
Meeting at the Hacienda Restaurant. Special
guest speaker (to be announced), annual meeting,
and election of officers and board. 6:30 pm.
$15.00 per person.
Saturday, May 31 aud Sunday, June 1 Historic Home and Garden Tour. 10 am to 4 pm
Saturday, 12 noon to 5 pm Sunday. Starts at Dr.
Howe-Waffle House. Tickets $6.00 in advance or
$8.00 at the door.

1997 Membership Drive
Is Now UIlder '?v'ay!
1996 is now coming to a close and it means that it
is that time of the year again - - yes, time to renew
your annual membership
with the Santa Ana
Historical Preservation Society. We continue to need
your support as we preserve, document, and celebrate
Santa Ana History, and work to save the Dr.
Howe-Waffle House as a public museum and tribute
to Dr. Willella Howe- Waffle. Your membership dues
go toward the liability insurance, utilities, security
service, newsletter costs, and various supplies for our
operations. In addition, membership
dues also
contribute toward the purchase of the Howe-Waffle
House property.
.
We continue to have a "range" to our membership
rates. This allows those who would like to pay the
minimum to do so, but encourages those who can to
add a few more dollars. We keep our costs down by
operating entirely with a volunteer unpai? staff, but
our operating costs have gone up substantially due to
the mortgage and your generosity is greatly
appreciated. A membership application may be found
at the end of this newsletter. Remember that your
donation is tax-deductible!
Thank you for generous support!

Orange County Historical
Society Now Conducting
Regularly Scheduled Tours at
the Dr. Howe-Warne House
For those of you who have not yet heard, the
office at the Dr. Howe-Waffle House is now
occupied by the Orange County Historical
Society. This arrangement is mutually beneficial
to both Societies. The Orange County Historical
Society had been looking for a new home to house
its research library, and the Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society was looking for a way to
conduct regular tours, particularly during business
hours, at the Dr. Howe-Waffle House (since our
Board is made up entirely of volunteers, the
majority of whom work full time, weekday tours
have been difficult for us to regularly accomplish).
Regular tour hours have now been established
at the House, with the tours given by the Orange
County Historical Society. Tours are given the
second Sunday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00
pm and the second Tuesday from 10:00 am to 2:00
pm. Cost is $3.00 per person. Of course, special
appointment times may also be arranged, either by
calling the Orange County Historical Society at
(714)543-8282,
or the Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Society at (71~)953-1876.
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Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society
Melnbersl,ip ApplicaJion and Order Form
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We invite you tojoin (or renew membership) with the Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society. We welcome
everyone with an interest in history or saving Santa Ana and Omnge County Heritage - regardless of where you
live.

Dues (can vary depending on your generosity):
[ ] Individual ($10-30)
[] Family ($15-49)
[] Organization/Business
[ ISupporter ($50-99)
[ ] Patron ($100 or more)

($20-49)

Make the Mortgage For A Day:
Yes! I would like to help the Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society make the mortgage on the Dr. HoweWaffle House as follows:

Date(s):

[ ] Mortgage for a Day ($30)

[ ] Mortgage for a \Veek ($210)

[ ] Mortgage for a Month ($900)

[ ] Check here if you wish
[ ] One time donation

YOUl'

donation to be anonymous.

[ ] Annual Donation on this Date - please send a reminder

Santa Ana: An Illustrated Ilistory - Covers

Santa Ana history from the mid-1800s to modem day.

Includes many never-before-published photographs, some from private collections. $29.95 (hard bound), or
$19.95 (soft bound) plus $3.00 shipping and handling. Quantity Ordered:

Santa Ana Historical Society Commemorative Afghan - Features

the Dr. Howe-Waffle House
and other historic Santa Ana houses. Available in several color choices. (Although we are taking orders now, color
choices have not yet been determined. Those making advanced reservations will get an opportunity to choose
hich of the available colors they want at a later time.) Planned availability: February, 1997. $39.95 (current
members) or $44.95 (non-members), plus $5.00 for Priority Mailing. Quantity Ordered:

Merchandise Total:
Shipping and Handling Total:
Membership Dues:
Donation:
Grand Total:
(Remember, memb rship and donations to the Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society are tax deductiblel)

Telephone #

Name:
Address:
CUy:

Stute:

Zip:

Send this form and your check to:
SAIIPS, 120 Civic Center Drive West, Santa Ana, CA 92701
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